Eight species of the genus Leucas R. Br. (Lamiaceae) have been recognized for Bangladesh after ciritical studies and described them in the paper with artificial key, illustrations and other necessary information.
Introduction
The genus Leucas R. Br. ( Lamiaceae), consisting of 80 species (Hedge 1990 ) with two main centres: one in Africa, especially eastern tropical Africa; the other in Asia, with its largest diversity in India with 43 species (Mukerjee 1940) . The previous taxonomic accounts of Leucas for the present Bangladesh area have been given by Hooker (1885) , Burm. ex R. Br., Prodr.: 504 (1810) Type species : L. flaccida R. Br.
Results and Discussion

LEUCAS
Herbs or undershurbs, aromatic. Stem quadrangular, grooved, wooly, villous, pubescent or hirsute. Leaves opposite, elliptic-lanceolate to broadly ovate, entire to serrate, acute to acuminate. Inflorescence of dense axillary, less often terminal, usually distant whorls. Calyx 10-nerved, often striate, mouth equal or oblique, teeth 6-10, usually unequal, pubescent 
4158(DACB).
Economic importance: The juice of the leaves is used in psoriasis, chronic skin eruptions, in chronic rheumatism and applied to disperse painful swellings (Kirtikar and Basu 1918; Chopra et al. 1996) . The flowers are being warmed with a little honey and given orally for coughs and colds to children (Caius 1998 ; Prain, Bengal Pl.: 640(1903 -reprint, 1963 ).
(Pl. I. Fig. 2) A slender procumbent herb. Leaves with 0.4-1.0 cm long petiole. Lamina 1.5-5.0 x 0.5-2.0 cm, elliptic to broadly ovate or oblong, coarsely serrate or crenate, truncate to rounded at the base, obtuse, hirsute on the upper surface, tomentose beneath. Inflorescence in axillary and terminal whorls, verticils lax, distant, 1-4-flowered. Bract c. 0.2 cm long, subulate, setaceous. Pedicel 0.2-0.3 cm long. Calyx 0.8-0.9 cm long, distinctly pedicelled, campanulate, 10-nerved, nerves prominent, hispid outside, sparsely hairy within except below the middle; teeth 10, narrowly lanceolate, ciliate, shorter than the tube. Nutlets 1.5 mm long, truncate at the apex, irregularly tuberculate, brown. Fl.& Fr: January to July. I. Fig. 3) Stout, erect, annual herb, up to 60 cm tall. Stem usually branched, grooved, scaberulous or hispidly pubescent. Leaves with 1.0 -1.5 cm long petiole, pubescent; lamina 6.0 -7.5 x 1.5 -2.0 cm, ovate, serrate, subacute, pubescent on both surfaces. Inflorescence with whorls, usually terminal, globose, up to 4.0 cm in diam. Bract c. 1.4 cm long, elliptic-lanceolate, acute, shortly awned, ciliate, nerves prominent. Calyx enlarged in fruit, flowering calyx 1.0 cm and fruiting calyx 1.5 cm long, almost straight, slightly bent at the mouth, teeth 10, pubescent without, with a ring of stiff hairs inside the mouth, as long as or longer than the teeth. Nutlets c. This species may be easily confused with L. aspera in its dense floral whorls, but can be readily distinguished by its elliptic-lanceolate bracts and by the characteristic ring of hairs inside the calyx mouth.
Economic importance:
The plant is officinal, being considered stimulant and diaphoretic. The seeds yield medicinal oil. The fresh juice is used specifically as an external application in scabies. The flowers are administered in the form of syrup as a domestic remedy for coughs and colds. The leaves are eaten as a pot-herb (Kirtikar and Basu, 1918 and Kanjilal et al. 1939; Chopra et al. 1996) .
Ecology: On waste marshy places. Distribution: Throughout Indian subcontinent. ( Pl. I. Fig. 4) A robust herb up to 100 cm tall. Leaves with 0.5-1.5 cm long petiole, lamina 4.0-8.0 x 1.0-2.5 cm, ovate or lanceolate, acute, coarsely serrate, base narrowed, hirsute with yellow appressed hairs, midrib and veins glabrous on the upper surface and densely hairy on the lower surface. Inflorescence in terminal and axillary whorls, globose, densely manyflowered. Bracts 1-1.1 x 0.1-0.2 cm long, linear with median one rib, margin ciliate, spinulose. Calyx 1.0-1.1 cm long, tubular, tube 0.7-0.8 cm long, straight, hairy outside and with a ring of hairs at the mouth; teeth 0.3-0.4 cm long, linear or lanceolate, ciliate, spinulose, stellately spreading in fruit. ; Prain, Bengal Pl.: 639(1903 -reprint, 1963 ; Kanjilal et al. Fl. Assam 3: 524 (1939) . Bangla: Dondocolos, Hal-Kusa, Sheto drone.
L. ciliata
( Pl. 2. Fig. 5 ) Erect or diffuse, aromatic annual, 16-60 cm long. Leaves with 0.5 -1.0 cm long petiole; lamina 6.0-9.0 x 0.5 -2.5 cm, linear or narrowly oblong-lanceolate or elliptic-lanceolate, acute, base narrow, margin entire or obscurely crenate, more or less pubescent on both surfaces. Inflorescence whorls, terminal and axillary, often the whorls of the successive nodes joining to form a cylindrical spike . Bract c. 0.6 cm long, almost equalling the calyx, tip spinulose, pubescent. Calyx c. 0.8 cm long, tubular, curved, constricted above the nutlets, usually smooth and glabrous below, ribbed and scabrid above, mouth very oblique, produced on the upper side, teeth short, triangular, spinulose, the upper one longest, pubescent within only above the nutlets. Nutlets c. 0.3 x 0.1 cm, obovoid-oblong, angular on inner face, rounded on outer, smooth, brownish black. Fl.& Fr: Almost throughout the year, but especially during winter. 2n=22 (Fedorov 1969 Economic importance : The plant contains isopunarane, rhamnoglycoside linifolioside (Ghani 2003) . Leaves are roasted and eaten with salt for loss of appetite and in snakebite. Juice of leaves is employed in headaches (Chopra et al. 1996) .
